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Ben Clark is the Development Officer at Tasmania’s Launceston Church
Grammar School. Prior to relocating to Launceston in early 2015, Ben worked
for the South Australian public service for the Department of Environment,
Water and Natural Resources in policy roles within heritage and natural
resource management. Here he writes about the School’s commitment
to environmental sustainability. Launceston Church Grammar School
‘aims to nurture, challenge and inspire future environmental leaders and
environmentally responsible members of the community’.

Being Environmentally Responsible
Launceston Church Grammar School recognises that environmental
change is a key factor that will influence the development of the School.
Issues such as climate change, resource consumption and our increasing
ecological footprint require management by governments, organisations
and individuals.

Launceston Grammar has a role in assisting students
to understand environmental sustainability, explore
the issues and be future leaders. We are fortunate to
have teachers who see their role as helping students
to become committed to the philosophies of
sustainability so that they embrace it in all aspects of
their lives.

Being Environmentally Responsible
Definition:

Strategic Objectives:

In essence, environmental sustainability is about ensuring
the long-term quality and liveability of our natural
environment. Launceston Church Grammar School has made
a formal commitment to environmental sustainability, as
reflected in the School’s Strategic Plan’s key direction to ‘Be
Environmentally Responsible’.

Our strategic objectives are to:
•

Teach sustainability across the School.

•

Implement environmentally responsible actions into the
school environments.

•

Undertake an environmental audit of the School and
reduce our footprint.

Energy and Curriculum Audits
An energy audit was undertaken towards the end of 2015 and
staff are currently working through the findings to determine
the actions we will implement across the two campuses to
reduce the school’s footprint. Furthermore, this year we have
committed to ensuring sustainability is taught at all Year levels
in the School by conducting a review of teaching practice.
Being passionate about sustainability and having worked in
the environmental and natural resources sector, I naturally
would love to see sustainability taught in all topics where
practical.

Finding the most appropriate mechanism to gather the
information was a challenge, as I wanted to engage with all
staff in a positive way and for it not to become a laborious
audit. Creating interest and involvement amongst school
leaders was critical to the success of the review. Having the
support and mentorship of Board Member, Lesley Freak was
invaluable. Support from the two Heads of Campus and
Headmaster determined that the Australian Curriculum crosscurriculum priorities would be the basis for reporting.

‘The Sustainability priority has been developed around three key concepts: systems, world
views and futures and each key concept contains a set of organising ideas that provide a
platform for developing related knowledge, understanding and skills.’
(http://www.acara.edu.au/curriculum/cross_curriculum_priorities.html)

This provided an applicable backdrop for teachers to report
against, with the expectation that not all areas would be
relevant to all topics. However, the way the cross-curriculum
priorities have been written ensures they are flexible enough
to be open to many areas of learning.

It was important to be flexible in the collation of information,
which was gained through formal reports from teachers and
verbal conversations, in order to gain a clear, overall picture.
The findings not only revealed a commitment to teaching
sustainability, but also that staff lead by example through
their actions around the two campuses. Three examples
are turning off lights, reducing printing where possible and
facilitating a recycling program. One of the exciting aspects of
the review has been that is has provided a starting point for
conversations about sustainability and the recognition that
‘every little bit helps’. Since starting the review I have often
had staff come up and say, ‘By the way we are also doing this...’
The Head of Languages recently informed me that teachers
have put up signs in different languages in their classrooms to
remind students to turn off the lights.

Sustainability Examples
Launceston Grammar’s commitment to teaching sustainability across the whole School is evident in the following table which
provides a snapshot of examples of activities from various Year levels.
YEAR

ACTIVITY

Early Learning - Prep

Excursion to local recycling centre.

Years 1 - 2

Cooking healthy lunches with a nutritionist.

Years 3 - 4

Maintenance of a vertical garden with drought tolerant plants.

Years 5 - 6

Camp to local windfarm as part of unit of work on sustainable energy.

Year 7

Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Year 11
Year 12

Geography - unit researching and investigating the life cycle of a resource.
Home economics - learning where to buy local produce.
English - Australian poetry: Human interaction with the environment over time.
Technology - The changes in supply of timber in Tasmania and design in
production and housing.
Physics - A study on renewable energy.
Economics - Examination of environmental impacts of economic activity and
the use of resources in terms of the ecological footprint.
Food Studies - Seasonal produce in our daily diet and the design of seasonal
meals for the family.
Citizenship - Study of Australia as a global citizen and how Australia’s actions as
a global citizen reflect values of care, respect and responsibility.
Agriculture Science - Establishment of a vegetable garden producing a range of
vegetables and herbs.
Outdoor Education - Compost all food waste, grow own produce and adopt ‘a
leave no trace’ ethos on camps.
Food and Nutrition - Inquiry into global food security and food ethics. Learn
about genetically modified food and organic foods.

Key Projects
The review also identified a number of key projects that have been or are being implemented in the School.
PROJECT
•

•

In July 2015 the School secured a national grant for $5,000 to assist with the costs of implementing a comingled recycling program in the Senior School in Term 4. The program has been successfully adopted by
students and staff. Spin-offs are a noticeable increase in the awareness of the importance of recycling and
most importantly, a 35 per cent decrease in the amount of general rubbish.
In December 2015, Launceston Grammar signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Greening Australia to undertake
conservation and restoration work in the Midlands. The program supports educational activities with practical
opportunities for teachers and students to engage in biodiversity and restoration; and, where appropriate, be involved in
research and education projects with the
University of Tasmania (UTAS).
The program of events for 2016 includes hands on work such as seed germination and propagation of native species.
We hope working with the restoration team and UTAS researchers will inspire some of our students to pursue careers in
science and environmental studies.
This review has provided valuable information which will assist us to raise awareness about the importance
of environmental sustainability. In addition, the baseline data we have collated has provided reference points
against which we can assess the success and viability of the programs we introduce.

Future
Sustainability is more important than ever for today’s students
and the School’s community leaders. Regional communities
play a significant role in the future of sustainable agriculture
and the environmental job sector.

Launceston Church Grammar School aims to nurture,
challenge and inspire future environmental leaders and
environmentally responsible members of the community.

